
 
 
 

 

 
11th International Coral Reef Symposium 
showcases IYOR 2008 
At the beginning of July, 3400 reef scientists, fisheries managers and 
conservationists united for the 11th International Coral Reef Symposium in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. The ICRS is held every four years, but its 
concurrence with the International Year of the Reef 2008 has made this 
symposium particularly important. IYOR representatives lead celebrations 
by highlighting the myriad IYOR activities taking place around the world.  
 
Coral reefs are threatened by numerous factors, including overfishing, 
climate change and ocean acidification. Despite this, the overall tone of the 
conference was positive. Terry Hughes, Darwin Medal winner for 
contributions to biological sciences, remarked in his closing keynote 
speech, "Corals are in trouble, but they're not doomed. We can fix them 
and we know what to do. It's just a matter of doing it." 
  
He also disputed the practices of traditional conservation - attempting to 
preserve pristine environments and treating nature and people separately: 
"you have to design your conservation measures so that they also 
address… sustainable livelihoods for people who depend on the sea, as 
well as protecting biodiversity."  
 
Coral Cay Conservation’s Head of Marine Science, Simon Harding, and 
Chief Technical Advisor, Jan-Willem van Bochove, presented research 
posters evaluating the success of small-
scale community-based marine 
protected areas in the Philippines. They 
also displayed information on the link 
between coral disease and mass coral 
bleaching events, highlighting the 
vulnerability of these ecosystems.  
 
Raj Roy, Operations Manager for Blue 
Ventures, delivered a presentation on the state of the octopus fisheries in 
southwest Madagascar. He illustrated the work Blue Ventures has been 
doing over the last 5 years to help develop sustainable fisheries practices, 
introduce alternative livelihoods, and combat overfishing, echoing key 
themes from the symposium.  
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Did you know…? 

 About one quarter of marine 

species are believed to depend on 

coral at some stage of their 

development. 

 The economic value of the world's 

reefs has been estimated at over 

£15bn per year through tourism, 

fisheries and coastal protection.  

 Not all coral reefs are tropical. The 

cold water coral reef off the coast 

of Norway is more than 8,500 

years old.  

 Coral reefs are among the oldest 

and largest ecosystems on Earth. 
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Other News 
 
The Living Planet Index, compiled by the 
Zoological Society of London in partnership with 
the wildlife group WWF, tracks the fortunes of 
more than 1,400 species of fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mammals, using scientific 
publications and online databases. It has released 
its latest findings ahead of a meeting of the 
Convention on Biodiversity, which show that 
global wildlife populations have declined by 27% 
in the 35 years from 1970 to 2005.  
 
Marine species in particular have declined in 
number, dropping by 28% in the 10 years from 
1995 to 2005. Populations of ocean birds have 
fallen by 30% since the mid-1990s.  
 
Among the other creatures most seriously affected 
have been swordfish and hammerhead sharks. 
Over-fishing and demand for shark fins as a 
delicacy have been cited as the main threats.  
 
WWF warned that a failure to stop biodiversity 
loss would have a direct impact on humans. 
Director General James Leape said: “Reduced 
biodiversity means millions of people face a future 
where food supplies are more vulnerable to pests 
and disease, [there are] fewer new medicines, 
greater vulnerability to natural disasters and 
greater effects from global warming.”  
 
BBC, May 2008 

Village Exchanges in Madagascar 
Blue Ventures is now working with the PACP project, ‘Projet 
d’Appui aux Communautés des Pecheurs de Toliara’, funded by 
the government of Madagascar and the Banque d’Afrique de
Développement (BAD), to help reduce poverty in rural areas in
Madagascar and promote the sustainable development of
traditional marine fisheries.  

As part of the project, Blue Ventures recently hosted a series of 
village exchanges in collaboration with WWF and Reef Doctor. 
They allowed participants to learn about the implementation of
marine reserves and the establishment of the local, community-
managed network of marine protected areas (Velondriake) from 
members of the Velondriake Committee and residents of
Velondriake themselves. 

At the close of the workshop, the feeling was very positive, with 
all the participants convinced of the need to create marine
reserves and keen to return to their villages to share their
experiences. As an indication of the success of the exchange, the
village of Ifaty (southwest Madagascar) is now considering
closing a section of reef to octopus fishing for 6 months, starting 
in October 2008. 

 

A Royal Visit to Tobago Coral Reef
Conservation Project 
Earlier this year The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of
Cornwall met with the Coral Cay Conservation team in Tobago.
Coral Cay Conservation (CCC) and the Buccoo Reef Trust
(BRT) are working in close collaboration with the Tobago House
of Assembly and the United Nations on the Tobago Coastal
Ecosystems Mapping Project, a pioneering project to map
Tobago’s coral reefs in preparation for the establishment of a
network of new marine protected areas. 

CCC’s Expedition Leader, Simon Barden, and Chief Technical
Advisor, Jan-Willem van Bochove, briefed Their Royal
Highnesses on the research, education and capacity development
programmes being undertaken by CCC and BRT. Pete Raines, 
CCC’s founder, said: “Through their genuine warmth,
friendliness, informed knowledge and deep concern for the
environment, Prince Charles and Camilla instantly engaged and
delighted all who were present and made the whole event 
extremely personal and fun.” 

 
 
 
 



 

Coral Conservation Going Viral: 
New IYOR Public Service 
Announcement  
During a year when the Olympic Games and International Year of 
the Reef (IYOR) 2008 coincide, Project AWARE and its partners 
have developed a new public service announcement (PSA) at 
www.projectaware.org.  
 
The PSA featuring Robert Wyland, world-renowned marine artist 
and painter of the famous whaling walls; Dr. Drew Richardson, 
Chairman for Project AWARE Foundation and Heather Pease-
Olson, Olympic gold medalist from the 1996 U.S. Olympic 
Synchronize Swimming Team and Head Coach for the Women’s 
Synchronized Swimming Team at Stanford University, are 
helping reach diverse, global audiences at a rapid rate. 
 
“Scientific findings such as the recent announcement by the 
World Conservation Union (IUCN) that one-third of all known 
reef-building corals are facing extinction worldwide continue to 
demonstrate the very critical need for coral conservation,” states 
Dr. Drew Richardson, Chairman for Project AWARE Foundation. 
“The important thing to realize is that this conservation effort can 
start at home. And this PSA initiative has been a fantastic way to 
carry forth public calls to action to a broad audience.”  
 
Major take home messages from the global PSA include: 
 
• Climate change and rising sea temperatures affect coral reefs 

but reducing your carbon footprint can help them survive. 
Start by replacing your incandescent light bulbs with longer-
lasting, energy efficient compact florescent bulbs (CFLs). For 
example, if every household in the US replaced just three 60 
watt bulbs – the pollution reduction would equal taking about 
3.5 million cars off the road.  

• Daily runoff from oil, fertilizer, and household chemicals 
washes into oceans. Always safely dispose of chemicals and 
pollutants.  

• Help keep depleted coral reef species underwater. Avoid 
purchasing coral jewelry, souvenirs and other products 
derived from threatened reef species. 

 

 

Corals in the News 
 
The first global study to assess the extinction 
risks of corals has concluded that a third of the 
world's reef-building coral species are facing 
extinction. The study, published in the journal 
Science this month, states that climate change, 
coastal development, overfishing, and 
pollution are the major threats. It has also 
revealed that reef-building corals are more 
threatened than any group of land-dwelling 
animals except amphibians.  
 
The 1997/8 El Nino event was responsible for 
a dramatic decline in coral health. It caused 
water temperatures to rise across large areas of 
the tropics. This resulted in coral bleaching, 
whereby coral polyps expel their symbiotic 
algae and then begin to die off because they 
are no longer provided with the nutrients they 
need.  
 
The new analysis shows that before 1998, only 
13 of the 704 coral species assessed would 
have been classified as threatened. Now, the 
number is 231, and if bleaching events become 
more frequent due to climate change then even 
more species could become vulnerable.   
 
BBC, July 2008 

Natural History Museum Talk 
Pete Raines, founder of Coral Cay Conservation, delivered a talk this month at the Natural History Museum. He was 
joined, live and interactive, by CCC’s partners out in Tobago, The Bucco Reef Trust, and they were well received! 
They discussed IYOR and the lesser known reefs of the British Chagos Islands, as well as what can be done to take 
action to conserve coral reefs in the future. It is hoped that events like this, involving families and a new audience to 
coral conservation efforts, go toward spreading the word about coral conservation. The aim is to help people feel 
involved in conservation and empowered to make a difference. 
 



 

How can you help? 
 
Promote IYOR 2008 – tell your 
friends, family and colleagues that it’s 
the International Year of the Reef. 
Link your website to www.iyor.org 
and put up posters like the one below. 
 

 

 
 
Raise awareness about the 
importance of coral reef ecosystems. 
Increase understanding about 
threats faced by coral reefs and 
possible solutions. 
Motivate people to take action to 
protect coral reefs – visit 
http://www.iyor.org/get_involved/act
ivities.asp for more ideas. 
Organise IYOR events and activities, 
and don’t forget to tell us about them! 
Email us at 
iyor2008@coralcayconservation.com. 
 

 

First Hatching of Green Turtles 
Recorded in Southwest Madagascar as 
a Result of Conservation Efforts  
The first hatching of green turtles recorded as a direct result of efforts to 
protect the species in southwest Madagascar has been witnessed by marine 
conservationists working for Blue Ventures Conservation. The emergence 
of 92 live hatchlings marks the success of an awareness-raising campaign 
that aims to find and protect turtle nests along a 50km stretch of coastline. 
 
In a move unprecedented in southwest Madagascar, residents of the remote 
village of Lamboara have now voted to protect surrounding beaches, 
outlawing turtle nest raiding and targeted turtle fishing. It had been feared 
that the amount of nest raiding and turtle fishing meant that females were 
no longer able to reproduce effectively in the area, a situation that may 
have led to the local extinction of the species. Female green turtles return 
to the beach on which they hatched to lay their own eggs.  

 
World Ocean Day Beach Clean-Up a 
Success 
Local children were out in force on 8th June, armed with garbage bags, to 
help clean up Arnos Vale Bay in the Caribbean Island of Tobago. The 
beach clean-up was organised by Coral Cay Conservation and the Arnos 
Vale Hotel to help celebrate World Ocean Day and to provide members of 
the local community with the opportunity to learn how to take action to 
protect the ocean in their daily lives. 
 
Over 15 large garbage bags were filled with rubbish, including plastic 
bottles, broken glass, Styrofoam, plastic bags and soiled diapers. “We 
didn’t expect this amount of litter to be collected from such a small bay,” 
said Ava Schiavetta, Education officer with Coral Cay Conservation. “Not 
only is it an eyesore, it is dangerous to people using the beach and can 
have devastating impacts on marine wildlife through entanglement and 
ingestion.” 
 
Over 80% of all marine pollution comes from land based activities and 
many pollutants are deposited in rivers and coastal waters. More than a 
million sea birds and 100,000 marine mammals die each year as a result of 
rubbish in the oceans. This can also be dangerous to humans, because 
plastics attract man-made chemicals which when ingested by marine life, 
then enters the food chain. 
 

http://www.iyor.org/about/documents.asp�
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International Coastal Cleanup 2008 
Project AWARE is calling on all divers, snorkelers and water enthusiasts to get involved in the International 
Coastal Cleanup (also known as International Cleanup Day) on 20 September 2008 by organizing a cleanup event, 
volunteering, fundraising or making a donation. 
   
Thousands of volunteers are needed to help remove rubbish and collect data from the world’s beaches and 
underwater environments. Cleanups help raise awareness about the serious ecological impact of marine debris and 
point out the urgent need to find solutions for this global problem.  
 
“This is something divers and non-divers can easily get involved with and really make a difference, whilst having 
fun at the same time.  We challenge all divers and water enthusiasts to help make the 2008 event the biggest and 
best yet”, said Suzanne Pleydell, Director, Project AWARE Foundation (International). 
 
To register as a coordinator and receive free support materials, complete the online signup at www.projectaware.org 
or search the list of registered events to volunteer at an event. 
 
During International Coastal Cleanup 2007 a record number of cleanup events took place across the globe with 
378,192 volunteers from 76 countries collecting well over 2.67 million kilos of debris. Project AWARE Foundation 
leads the underwater effort for International Coastal Cleanup in partnership with the Ocean Conservancy and the 
Marine Conservation Society and last year alone, 8,312 divers helped free 237 entangled animals underwater. 
 

Get Involved! 
8th June – 30th September: Ocean in Focus Conservation Photography Contest: SeaWeb's Marine Photobank 
and Project AWARE Foundation invite you to submit your compelling ocean-themed photos to the Ocean in Focus 
Conservation Photography Contest, which opened on World Ocean Day, June 8th, and runs until September 30th. 
 
1st July – 31st August: Reef Check Underwater Photo Contest: In celebration of IYOR 2008, Reef Check is 
running an International “What do reefs mean to you?” Photo Contest. The contest will highlight the numerous 
ways in which people value their local reefs through activities such as diving, snorkeling, surfing and fishing, as 
well as indigenous cultural activities and commercial ventures such as tourism. The goal is to persuade people, 
through appreciation of these images, to take actions that benefit these ecosystems. 
 
13th and 14th September: Thames Festival: CCC will be promoting IYOR 2008 and talking about coral reef 
conservation at this end-of-summer festival in London. The event is free and always popular so take this 
opportunity to visit the stand and get your face painted in the name of reef conservation! 
 
20th September: International Coastal Cleanup: Project AWARE Foundation will spearhead global underwater 
cleanups during International Coastal Cleanup 2008. 
 
11th – 19th October: European Shark Week: The second annual European Shark Week is a unique opportunity for 
people across Europe to demonstrate their support for shark conservation in a way that can really effect change. 
 
25th October – 2nd November: Surf Week: Surf on down to the Bournemouth Oceanarium during October half 
term for a quiz trail, craft activity and much, much more! IYOR will be holding special talks focusing on coral 
conservation. More information will be available shortly on www.oceanarium.co.uk.  
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