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Vezo Knowledge: Traditional Ecological Knowledge
in Andavadoaka, southwest Madagascar

In this study, the definition of the term
Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK)
is that described by Berkes (1993):
'A cumulative body of knowledge, practice and belief evolving by adaptive processes
and handed down through generations by cultural transmission, about the
relationships of living beings (including humans) with one another and with their

Introduction

Many fisheries and marine conservation management projects throughout the world have been dogged by failure as a result of a
lack of acceptance of management interventions by local communities. Community engagement, participatory research, and
promoting the use of local knowledge have repeatedly emerged as steps necessary to address the problem of managing the
development of people and their economies This collaborative project aims to ensure that conservation measures are adopted by
the community of Andavadoaka to promote sustainable development locally, and to develop community-based coastal
management initiatives.

Objectives

il To present aspects of traditional knowledge relevant to understanding marine resource use
by the Vezo of Andavadoaka

2. To identify the changes and their causes to the local Vezo fisheries and fishing economy

The Vezo are a fishing people who inhabit a

coastal belt extending from Intampolo in the

south to Morondava in the north of southwest

Madagascar. Andavadoaka is a village whose
population are of the Vezo tribe.

It has a population of 1,200, with over 50%

under 15 years of age (Langley et al, 2006).
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Fig.1 - Andavadoaka, southwest Madagascar Fig.1 - Fisherwoman

Methods

There are two principal concerns to collecting and recording TEK for studies of this nature: how the data are collected and how
the recorded data can be documented. Approaches to documenting ecological knowledge that are commonly used in the
academic and development field include resource mapping, resource use calendars and timelines of change in marine resource
use (for example, Bunce and Pomeroy, 2003). During the course of this study, Blue Ventures carried out workshops, focus
groups, interviewed key informants and village elders, and recorded participant observations to document TEK.

Results

The key findings of this study show:

- Knowledge of Vezo epistemology provides a valuable insight into the history of Andavadoaka and how the ancestors of the
current inhabitants came to choose the site of the village

. Knowledge of marine resources is passed orally from generation to generation

. Traditional laws, taboos and ceremonies are commonly used in natural resource management

. Lifestyle, food security and housing are all dependent on natural resources and the use of coastal and marine resources
form an essential part of this

. The arrival of the Catholic Mission has reduced the proportion of villagers adhering to traditional ancestor worship

. The decline of some species is so serious that many people have stopped fishing them altogether, for example, marine
shells and sea cucumbers

. There has been a change in recent years from a barter and subsistence economy to a market-driven cash-based economy

. Increased income for some members of the community has enabled the purchase of generators that has allowed lighting,
music, and televisions. This has also increased night time fishing activities and navigation

. Fish buyers from outside the community have recently generated new markets for resources that were not previously
exploited

o Many of these new products can be exploited by women, giving them greater involvement in the economy and thus greater
power in the community

. Increasing revenues have enabled fishers to buy new fishing gear

. Most commercially exploited species are in decline
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